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were forced to drop what they had got, and one of
them was taken into the bargain; the other got off
free.

I stood stockstill all this while till they came
back, dragging the poor fellow they had taken, and
lugging the things they had found, extremely well
satisfied that they had recovered the booty, and
taken the thief; and thus they passed by me, for I
looked only like one who stood up while the crowd
was gone.

Once or twice I asked what was the matter, but
the people neglected answering me, and I was not
very importunate ; but after the crowd was wholly
passed, I took my opportunity to turn about and
take up what was behind me and walk away: this
indeed I did with less disturbance than I had done
formerly, for these things I did not steal, but they
were stolen to my hand. I got safe to my lodgings
with this cargo, which, was a piece of fine black
lustring silk, and a piece of velvet; the latter was
but part of a piece of about eleven yards ; the for-
mer was a whole piece of near fifty yards ; it seems
it was a mercer's shop that they had rifled; I say
rifled, because the goods were so considerable that
they had lost; for the goods that they recovered
were pretty many, and I believe came to about six
or seven several pieces of silk: how they came to
get so many I could not tell; but as I had only
robbed the thief, I made no scruple at taking these
goods, and being very glad of them too.

I had pretty good luck thus far, and I made
several adventures more, though with but small
purchase, yet with good success, but I went in daily
dread that some mischief would befall me, and that
I should certainly come to be hanged at last. The
impression this made on me was too strong to be
slighted, and it kept me from making attempts, that